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Feature: The U.S. Government, Not the Hijackers, 'Chose' the Date of the 9-11 
Attacks 


by Barbara Honegger 

From the start, the Bush Administration has insisted that anything like 
the 'planes-as-weapons' scenario of 9-11 was ’unthinkable' before 9-11. 
That's a Huge Lie. On Sept. 11, 2001 they had a brand new counter¬ 
terror emergency response plan in place at the Pentagon for exactly 
that scenario, and had a counter-terror 'wargame' set to begin on 
exactly that scenario that very morning in the nation's capitol. 

This brief sets forth the growing reasons to believe that the date for the 
attack was not 'chosen' by the hijackers at all, but that one of them 
learned that a counter-terror wargame/exercise simulating a scenario 
like the one that actually took place on 9-11 was planned for that 
morning, and then 'piggybacked' the "real thing" on top of it. Here are 
some of the critical 'burning data points': 

1) Military aircraft had more than enough time - nearly three quarters 
of an hour -- to respond to and intercept the 9-11 Pentagon plane after 
all key decision makers were 100% certain the Twin Tower hits had 
been terrorist attacks and that Flight 77 had also been hijacked, but 
didn't do so 'in time'. This is beyond comprehension over the nation's 
capital unless some previous piece of Information or mental set led 
them to assume the Pentagon plane could not be a terrorist vehicle, or 
at least confuse them as to whether it was or not. If those looking on 
from inside the Pentagon as 9-11 unfolded believed flight 77 was, or 
might be, part of a "Red Team" counter-terror exercise set for that very 
morning. It would explain the otherwise Incompre- hensible delay, 
almost to the point of paralysis, in effectively scrambling interceptors. 

2) For the above to be the case, an actual counter-terrorist 
simulatlon/wargame/exercise had to have been planned for that very 
morning, 9-11. More specifically, it would have had to have been a 
counter-terrorist wargame Involving the same or a very similar scenario 
as what actually began to take place - i.e. a plane or planes crashing 
into a building or buildings in the Washington, D.C. area. 

3) The above, in fact, did happen. On Aug. 22, 2002 Associated Press 
ran the following story (version carried In AirDisaster.com): "Top US 
Intelligence Agency was to simulate plane crash into gov’t bldg, on 
September 11, 2001. U.S. intgelli- gence agency was planning an 
exercise last Sept. 11 in which an errant aircraft would crash into one of 
its buildings. Full story at: 

http://www.airdisaster.com/news/0802/22/news.shtml 

4) After reading the above article about NRO's planned 9-11 exercise 
on a scenario similar to what actually happened that morning, I was 
certain that the 'revelation' was a 'partial hangout' - i.e. that other 
federal agencies in the D.C. area, both military and civilian, also had 
'wargames' on the plane-into-bullding scenario scheduled for the 
morning of 9-11. 

5) A search of the Washington Post and New York Times for the week 
after 9-11 revealed the following amazing facts, which require the 
context provided by 3) and 4) above to be meaningful: 

The Washington Post reported on 9/16/01 that the original pilot of 
Flight 77 that hit the Pentagon, former F-4 fighter pilot Charles 


In what the government 
describes as a bizarre 
coincidence, one U.S. 
intelligence agency was 
planning an exercise 
last Sept. 11 in which 
an errant aircraft would 
crash into one of its 
buildings. But the cause 
wasn't terrorism — it was 
to be a simulated 
accident. 
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Military Aircraft Had 45 
minutes to respond 
AFTER they were 100% 
certain the Twin 
Towers were hit and 
Flight 77 had been 
hijacked. 


A military counter¬ 
terrorist wargame was 
planned for that day. 
As 9/11 took place, it 
seemed like a military 
exercise to some. 


Dick Cheney was 
charged by President 
Bush on May 8, 2001 
(Time magazine) to 
lead a high-level task 
force identifying 
the US's vulnerabilities 
to domestic terrorist 
attack and figure out 
ways to fix them. 
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Dick Cheney. That's 
why Cheney was in the 
White House Sit Room; 
and why President 
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grammar school kids in 
Florida long after he 
should have instantly 
broken it off to perform 
his emergency duties 
as Commander-in- 
Chief. 
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Bush 'knew' - or 
thought he knew - that 
it was 'just a game.' 
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for the Navy before retiring to fiy for American Airiines, drafted the 
Pentagon's emergency response plan in case it was hit by a civilian 
airliner. Also that, on the morning of 9-11, Pentagon medic Matt 
Rosenberg was in the health clinic on Corridor 8 "grateful for an 
uninterrupted hour 

in which he could study a new medical emergency disaster plan based 
on the unlikely scenario of an airplane crashing into the Pentagon." 
Clearly, the disaster plan Rosenberg was reading just before 
Burlingame's plane hit the Navy Command Center was part of the very 
plan Burlingame himself had put together. 

Precisely what the above means in the context of the counter- terror 
'wargame' planned for that very morning with the full knowledge of key 
personnel In the military and CIA (NRO, the one agency which, so far, 
has acknowledged having a plane-into-bldg. simulation on 9-11 is 
staffed by military and CIA personnel) is not yet clear, but one thing is 
certain. It is absolutely and completely beyond coincidence. 

6) With this new context, we can now see why the leak of the exact 
wording (not the fact of, which had already been reported In the 
Washington Times two weeks after 9-11) of a Sept. 10, 2001 NSA 
intercept so worried and infuriated Vice President Cheney that he 
demanded an FBI investigation of members of the House and Senate 
Intel Committee Joint 9-11 investigation to determine who might have 
leaked it. That key intercept between the leader of the the 9-11 
hijackers, Mohammad Atta, and the 'mastermind' of the 9-11 plot, 

Khalid Sheikh Mohammad, said: "The Match is about to begin. 

Tomorrow (i.e. 9-11) is zero hour." "Match", of course, is what you 
would expect if the speaker were referring to his discovery of the date 
that the U.S. Gov't had selected to conduct its counter-terror 
simulation/exercise on the scenario of plane(s) crashing into gov't 
buildings - one that was about to turn very real when the terrorists 
'piggybacked' their long-planned plot onto it. On 9-10-02, Knight Ridder 
reported that U.S. intelligence officials now believe that in that critical 
"Match" call, Khalid Sheikh Mohammed gave Atta coded approval for 
the four teams of hijackers to proceed. On the contrary, given the new 
context in which this all finally begins to make sense, Atta was merely 
communicating to his boss, or visa versa, the date that the U.S. gov't 
exercise was to take place. Bin al Shibh, Atta, and Mohammad didn't 
'choose the date'. The U.S. Government did. 

This also explains the choice of date for the attack, which was the date 
chosen for the 'emergency' preparedness exercise. 9-11 is U.S. 
abbreviation for 'emergency', and that's precisely the kind of code 
name the military and Intel communities like to give their 'exercises'. 
Islamic radicals, rather, choose significant anniversary dates for their 
attacks - such as Aug. 7 for the twin bombings of the U.S. embassies in 
Africa. To bin Laden and his followers, Aug. 7 is their "Pearl Harbor" 
anniversary - the day U.S. troops, then under orders from first 
President Bush's Secretary of Defense Cheney, landed in Saudi Arabia 
following Saddam Hussein's Aug. 2, 1990 invasion of Kuwait. I've 
checked ten years of back papers: Sept. 11 is not among the 
'anniversary' dates for radical Islamicists. They didn't choose it. 
(President Bush is also keenly aware of Aug. 7 as the key 'anniversary' 
date in bin Laden's mind — that's why he requested the one brief he 
was given before 9-11 on possible terror attacks on the U.S. mainland, 
held at his Texas ranch, the day before -- Aug. 6, 2001). 

7) We also now know why it was Vice President Cheney who was so 
upset that the content of the "Match" call was made public. Now, 
someone might figure out that it was he - having been charged by 
President Bush on May 8, 2001 (Time magazine) to lead a high-level 
task force to identify the US's vulnerabilities to domestic terrorist attack 
and figure out ways to fix them -- who was 'in charge' of the 'plane(s)- 
into-building(s)' counter-terror 'exercise' the morning of Sept. 11. 

That's why he was in the White House Sit Room; and why President 
Bush kept reading to grammar school kids in Florida long after he 
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knew - that it was 'just a game.' 


8) Finally, for all of this to 'work', the bad guys had to have at least one 
person among them who had fooled U.S. intelligence into believing that 
he was 'one of us.' That person, almost certainly, is Khalid Shaikh 
Muhammed - the only person about whom all information is still 
classified, even his name, even though reams have already been 
written about him in the open press. He is also the only living 9-11 
operative still at large. And for good reason. Vice President Cheney, 
President Bush, CIA Director Tenet, CIA officer and chief of NRO's 
strategic gaming division for their 9-11 'plane-into-building' exercise, 
John Fulton, and all the others who were so stupid as to risk thousands 
of innocent American lives on the bet that their star 'informant', Khalid 
Sheikh Muhammed had really been 'turned' - don't want him to talk 
about what he knows. And he knows a lot. On Sept. 10, 2002, Knight 
Ridder quoted a top U.N. counter-terror expert that Mohammad is 
probably also the only person who has all the pieces to the 9-11 puzzle. 
Not surprisingly, CIA Director Tenet has also classified all information 
about what President Bush, Vice President Cheney, Condolezza Rice, 
and everyone else at the White House were told about Khalid Sheikh 
Muhammed. 

9) It's time for the Joint House/Senate Intelligence Committee 9-11 
investigation, and the future independent 9-11 investigation, to insist 
on any time, any where, on demand surprise searches of all Bush 
Admin, files on 9-11. This, after all, is the Administration that insisted 
that anything like the 'planes as weapons' scenario of 9-11 was 
'unthinkable' before 9-11. Right. They had a brand new counter-terror 
emergency plan in place at the Pentagon for exactly that scenario, and 
had a counter-terror 'wargame' set to begin on exactly that scenario 
that very morning. Just couldn't imagine. Because putting together 
counter-terror exercises like the one that was to take place the morning 
of 9-11 in the nation's capitol was precisely the right thing to do, the 
fact that everyone in the Administration from the President on down 
has so completely lied about it shows that they have something terrible, 
indeed, to hide. In this brief, we've begun to discern its shape. 

P.S. Prof. John Arquilla, an information warfare and Special Operations 
expert at the Naval Postgraduate School, told The Monterey Herald 
(7/18/02): "The idea of such an attack (like 9-11) was well known. It 
had been wargamed as a possibility in exercises before Sept. 11, 

2001 ." 
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Prez Wannabe Graham Eyeing Evidence That Bush Blew 9/ii 

presidential hopeful Sen. Bob Graham is reportedly sittina on 
damaging evidence that the Bush administration could have prevented the Sent 
cLssi??S." the information yet 

"I think Bob Graham has a smoking pistol on the Bush administration '• 
Pa2l’'Mexandir°“?e®?iisLyf*'® told WABC Radio's John Batihelor and 

failures, ^partiSSa^lJ^int2ligLcrfSiL?Is?^beLre^9/?l^° "their 

In recent weeks Sen. Graham, the senior Democrat on the Senate Intelliaence 

repeatedly that Bush bungled the war on terrorism. But 

P^Lident publicly suggested that he thought the 

president had left America vulnerable to the 9/11 attacks. 

Nevertheless, Crawford, who's been covering the Florida Democrat's 
presidential run, said that Graham obtained the Bush-9/ll evidence while 
serving as the ranking Democrat on the Senate Intelligence Committee. 

[Graham] knows - and he knows some very damaging 
stuff about the Bush administration's failures before 9/11 to prevent 9/11 - 
he can't talk about because it's classified," he explained. 

Another reason for Graham's silence: Republicans would likely complain that 
Graham has abused his position on the Intelligence Committee by turning it 
into a tool for opposition research. 

still Graham has been publicly hinting at what he knows without going into 

cTafm^A quoted a recent speech in which the senator 

claimed, I know first hand, as former chairman of the Senate Intelligence 
Committee, how little this administration has done to provide real security 

at home while it has directed its attention away from the war on terror 
aoroad." 


Q/t? presidential hopeful is trying to figure out a way to 

make the 9/11 evidence against Bush public without violating the secrecy 
rules on the Intelligence Committee. ^ 

"He's got something on Bush. He just can't figure out how to use it " he 
explained. ' 

If Graham does indeed have evidence implicating the administration in 9/11- 
related negligence, it would be doubly ironic for the Bush White House, which 
has gone out of its way not to point fingers at the Clinton administration 
tor Its role in leaving America vulnerable to a 9/11-style attack. 

Even an^acknowledgement last year by ex-President Clinton that he turned down 
a., deal for _Osama^bin__Ladej?'_s ^exjbrMitipn, to^the_U^,._ prompted only yawns from 




the Bush political operation. 


Read more on this subject in related Hot Topics 

Bush Administration ^ 
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Ecuadorean Indians sue Texaco 


Che'iI’ronTlxa*Sr**°^^ Indians is filing a billion-dollar lawsuit in Quito against the US oil giant. 

They accuse the company of destroying large areas of rainforest and contaminating local land and rivers. 

They are also alleging the company's activities have led to an increased risk of cancer among the local population. 
ChevronTexaco rejects the allegations and says the company met all its obligations under Ecuadorean law. 

“"'muni.ias to stage protests in the hope ot keeping 

'Forced to leave* 

The case which is being heard in Ecuador for the first time follows years of US court battles over jurisdiction. 

This has caused a lot of damage, and made a lot of people ill... we are suffering from 
diseases like leukaemia, and thousands of our people have been killed 

i Elias Piguaje, Indian leader 


Indian groups say Texaco - which merged with Chevron in 2001 
unlined pits and Amazon rivers from 1972 to 1992. 


dumped billions of gallons of toxic materials into 


As a result, they say, crops were damaged, farm animals killed and cancer has increased among the local 
population. 


Elias Piguaje of the indigenous Secoya group said local communities had been forced to leave their lands when the 
oil subsidiary was operating there. 

"^We are now living in tiny areas in the Amazon, what was once our rainforest. The land and the big rivers have all 
been polluted and destroyed," he said. 

"This has caused a lot of damage, and made a lot of people ill." 

International practices 


pay for a clean-up »hich 


The company operated in accordance with all applicable Ecuadorean laws 

; Charles Giddes 
ChevronTexaco spokesman 


The company says that after leaving the country it spent $40m in a clean-up project that was inspected and 
approved by the Ecuadorean Government, according to the Reuters news agency. 

And a spokesman for US company told the BBC that Texaco was only a minority partner in a consortium with the 
stat6 oil company and that all operating decisions had to be put before the consortium. 


The company operated in accordance with all applicable Ecuadorean laws, and used practices that were consistent 








with international practices for the time," Charles Giddes said. 


But one of the lawyers representing the Indians, Joseph Kohn 
Ecuadorean authorities. 


accused the oil 


giant of trying 


to hide behind the 


He said the government did not have sufficient 
contracted Texaco - as the supposed experts. 


knowledge of oil exploration and precisely for that reason. 


Story from BBC NEWS: 

http://news.bbc.co.Uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/americas/3009201.stm 
Published: 2003/05/08 01:20:08 
© BBC MMIII 
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Full Story; 

Scientists study 'dead zone' in Lake Erie 

Last Updated Wed May 7 13:07:51 2003 


WINDSOR- Falling water levels and the introduction of 

slowing efforts to clean up Lake Erie, scientists say. 


alien species may be 


After many years and millions of dollars spent on cleanup 
efforts. Lake Erie was considered to be in a state of recovery. 
At one time, fish from the Detroit River were filled with PCBs 
and covered in tumours. 

"I hear they say they're no good to eat but I don't see 
anything wrong with them," said Ben Sargiss as he cast his 
fishing line into the river. 


Falling water 
levels, alien 
species slow 
efforts to 
revive lake 


. FROM AUGUST 6, 2002 Scientists investigate toxin, mussei threats in Lake Erie 


The fish are now considered safe enough to eat in small amounts, but 
wondering about "dead zones" in the deepest part of the lake. 


scientists are 


Dead zones are oxygen-deprived areas where fish can't survive. University of 
Windsor bioiogy Prof. Jan Ciborowski is leading the Third Biennial Conference of the 
Lake Erie Millennium Network, where scientists are discussing the dead zone. 

Ciborowski said although the dead zone is centred in the middle of the lake the 
area can move. ' 


If you poured some water Into a jar of oil, it would form a bubble at the bottom " 
said Ciborowski. "If you tilted the jar it would roll back and forth. So where’s the' 
dead zone, where’s that bubble? Sometimes it’s over there, and every time the 
wind blows the location moves." 


Research presented at the conference is helping scientists understand if dead zones 
are natural or caused by human activity. He said they are tracking elements such 
as a warming climate but it's too soon to tell. 


• FROM JAN. 4, 2002 Water levels In Great Lakes hit new low 


Studies show warmer layers of water near the surface cut off the oxygen supply 
near the bottom of the lake. As water levels fall, the lake becomes warmer 
creating the potential for a larger dead zone, scientists say. 

Gail Krantzberg is with the International Joint Commission, which monitors the 
Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement between Canada and the United States. 

Krantzberg said part of the problem may be the introduction of alien species like 
zebra mussels from ship ballast water. 


"It Is among the greatest threats to the health and Integrity of the Great Lakes 
and the push can come from the DC but the muscle has to come from 
governments." 
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BY DERYA SAZAK 

MILLIYET- Columnist Derya Sazak comments on US Deputy Defense 
Secretary Paul Wolfowitz's recent controversial remarks. A summary 
of his column is as follows: 



The US administration, which flouted United Nation resolutions by 
invading Iraq on the pretext of disarming it, has now put Turkey in 
its crosshairs. US Deputy Defense Secretary Paul Wolfowitz's 
remarks this week in an interview with CNN Turk's Mehmet Ali 
Birand showed well the 'democratic side' of the US, which ignored 
the principles of international law when it seized Iraq through 
violence. Criticizing our Parliament's rejection of US troop 
deployments, the US suggested through Wolfowitz that Turkey 
should accept that it had made a mistake. 


Wolfowitz also laid down the 'red lines' that will characterize future 
Turkish-US relations. To wit: Northern Iraq isn't Turkey's backyard, 
Ankara shouldn't question US plans and it shouldn't be overly 
concerned about the Kurds. Moreover, Turkey is now supposed to 
follow the US' lead in its relations with Syria and Iran. 


advertisement 


Wolfowitz's statements, which showed a marked lack of respect for 
Turkey's democratic will and process, are another unfortunate 
reflection of the US' double standards: "[The military] didn't play 
the strong leadership role ... that we had expected... They could 
have said firmly that it was in Turkey's interests to support the 
United States.' This is the true face of American democracy. 

If Parliament had passed the proposal, there would have been no 
problem. Was the US yeaning for a 'military rule' to ignore our 
Parliament's 'democratic will' so as to end the Iraqi dictatorship? 
Such an approach suggests the spectre of the US Pentagon favoring 
Turkey's history of periodic military coups. 

So why weren't our Western allies who complain about the military's 
influence on politics satisfied with Parliament's decision? For 
Wolfowitz, Turkey should have taken part in the 'bombing' - oops, I 
mean, 'salvation' of Iraq in the name of 'Muslim solidarity.' 

My final thoughts are for my journalistic colleagues ... The interview 
with Wolfowitz was very wide-ranging, but there are several good 
questions that went unasked: Where are these 'weapons of mass 
destruction' which the US claimed necessitated war? Where is 



















































Saddam? Finally, why should Turkey apologize for its 'mistake' 
Because it refused to take part in a war for oil? 

SOURCE: OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER, DIRECTORATE 
GENERAL OF PRESS AND INFORMATION 
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Great maths puzzle 'solved' 

By Dr David Whitehouse 
BBC News Online science editor 


A Russian mathematician ciaims to have 
problems in mathematics. 


proved the Poincare Conjecture, 


one of the 


most famous 


If his proof is accepted and survives two years of scrutiny, Perelman could also be eligible for a Sim nrizP 

sponsored by the Clay Mathematics Institute in Massachusetts for solving what the centre describes as one of thP 
seven most important unsolved mathematics problems of the millennium describes as one of the 

Spheres and doughnuts 


For example, the hollow shell of the surface of the Earth is what topologists call a two-dimensional sphere It has 
the property that every lasso of string encircling it can be pulled tight to a point. "Ph^re. It has 

doughnut however, a lasso passing through the hole in the centre cannot be shrunk to a ooint 
thout cutting through the surface meaning that, topologically speaking, spheres and doughnuts are different. ^ 


himself demonstrated that his eariiest version of his conjecture was wrong. Since then dozens of 
mathematicians have asserted that they had proofs until fatal flaws were found. 


Internet rumours 

r^'ljmnn Circulating since November, when he posted the first of his papers 

reporting the result on an internet preprint server. ^ ^ 

Since then, Perelman has persistently declined to be interviewed, saying any pubiicity wouid be premature. 

weVeTatog"'l:Te^'«Sr""''“ "Technology, said: "Ifs not certain, but 

"We're desperately trying to understand what he has done here," he adds. 


dSe Perelman's work with that of Andrew Wiles, who famously solved Fermat's Last Theorem a 


Indeed, Wiles was in the Taplin Auditorium at Princeton University, New Jersey, where he holds a chair in 
mathematics, to hear Perelman describe his work recently. Behind him sat Joh"^^ Nash^the NTel Laureate who 






inspired the film A Beautiful Mind. 


Million dollar afterthought 

JXan m'ereirsoirn;%X^^^^^^^ " ‘^Ving to achieve something far grander 

i>rince?oI"“""® '° said Professor Peter Sarnak, of 

After creating so much new mathematics, the Poincare result is Just ’a million dollar afterthought," he said. 


shape of 


Story from BBC NEWS: 

http://news.bbc.co.Uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/science/nature/3005875.stm 

Published: 2003/05/07 12:44:52 
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